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With an eventful five-year
restoration behind them,
Nancy and Holcombe Green
of Atlanta are finally
able to bid the bulldozers
good-bye and enjoy their
quintessentially Provencal
farmhouse and garden.

By Jean Bond Rafferty
Photographs by
Fernando Bengoechea
Styled by

Olivier Gelbsmann
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JIHET OUTSIDE THE YVILLAGE OF § =R EMY=12]
Provence, an avenue of vencrable plane trees leads to a
charming country estate. With its dramatic view of the
Alpilles mountain range across a ficld of bivender, the vine-
covered farmhouse, set among gardens and ancient olive
growes, seems an elegant example of a country house that has
evolved :_:I.'Ii.n'.'r..l.lll':.' aver the BCRCTRIGNS.

."'.',"pf.'.ll.ll'n.l:'\- anc |'|:|'.'-'|l:.|q.i.I||_..:. When Atlanta -'.'l.1l.l|.'l:l.' ﬂ.‘llil.':.'
and Holcombe Green became the owners of the 160-acre
property ten years ago, the house was in serious necd of
restoration —as were it collection of rundown cutbuildings
and the garden, at the time juse a mix of muddy fields and
jumgle. “We bought the view,” Holcombe admirs, “and a
wonderful piece of property that happened to have a mas
:I'.nr::'.||:|1:'--\'.'| thar could be restared”

Haleamibe, an industriali ::|||.' 1% chairman and CEO of

WestPoine Stevens rexules) and |1|11'|.|||Ihr\-c'-pil.t {he was the

Soaring plane trees, some more than 400 years old, shade the
Greens” back terrace [abowe), as well as the front of the house (pre.
wious pages). Many were transplanied to the site, In the drawing
resarn (rightl, Provencal fauteuils flank a massive stone mantel
Bought irn Aix. An urn-shaped faience brazier its in the foreground.
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The second-floer landing
(righth shows off the terra-cotta
tiles that run throughowt

the house, The 18th-century
French tapestry de verdure
was formerly owned by the
Getty Museum. At the front of
the house, a shaded terrace
{elew, right) includes a balan-
ceile, of aaning-covered swing,
from Hervé Baume in Avi-
gnon, a top maker of garden
furniture. The Greens gather
beneath the trees (below, befth
fo watch thesrr view of the
Alpilles change wilth the set-
fing sun. Opposite: =l don't
like blue poals,” says Mancy,
who chote Lo palnt hers
black. <11 gives & beitier reflec-
tion of buildings and rees.”




lead donor for Yale art schools Holcombe 7T {irrr::,Jr :
Hall}, and his wife, Mancy, are not novices at building, dec
orating and furnishing houses, In addivion to their primary
residience, in Atlanta, they have a Sea [sland, Georgia, beach
howse, a MNorth Caroling mouwntain receeat amnd 2 ".[':."|'.'\-|'| s
York apartment. They'd been traveling in France for de
ades and renting in Provence for five years when they de
cided to buy a place in St.-Fémy: the Provengal hifestyle, an
antidote vo their high-powered American schedules of busi-
ness and volunteer work, had cast ats spell.

"W comme here to relax,” sayvs MNancy, “to read, garden
Haoleoabe is in the garden nincty percent of the tone =—cnjoy
the local markes and ke long walks with our dogs in the
."'l.'|p||||.'-. " And they love o catertain, " We've made so ANy
waonderful friends here,” she adds. Entertaining space would

be a priority, then, in redoing the house,

And yet despite their previous expericnce and the stellar

cait they assemibled vo help—Mew Hampshire=based resto-

ration architect loberr Raley, Mew York decorator Bunmy

Williams and London-based landscape designer Tim Roees
the task of renovating the house and ercating it owenty-five
acre park and gardens was unlike anything they had ever
chome before, When asked how long the work ook, Holeombe
sigghs: "Forever, We started another lifetime ago” [The project
took five years.) Today, visitors to the house, whose gracious,
|:5;|1: fulled mowmns are decorated with exe |.'|ﬂ|-:'-:'.-.|] preces ol
1 8th century |’|-:'|'.'r|||;.||| furniture, Faded Oriental car pets,
comfortable sofas and 3 conmmseur collection of content
porary art, must leal through Naneys "Before™ scrapbooks w
grasp the magnitude of its transformation

Ihe challenge was to make habitable interiors out of a
hionze that had parts -.‘|.||;|'.:!_: back to the late 166l contury, in
-_'||,|.,i.||'|:_1 a commverted barn, .||.'-||; with 1¥th= and 1Mh=century
additions in a gamut of styles (one end resembled 3 Swiss
chalet). Whats more, |’n:-'\-.:_-||-:;.|| |'||,||||.|.|||; restrictions hosted

the changes that could be made to dhe exterior and prohibaged
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any increase in overall square footage. Holcombe aptly terms
the onginal house “a rabbit warren of hittle rooms™ —abour
fifty 1m all, ncluding thirteen second-floor bedrooms and just
one bathroom. After initial consultations with several French
rchitects, Holcombe called Raley, who had designed the
Greens' Sea Island howse and was known for his work in the

White House and at the du Pons" Wainterthur,

“They wanted an American floor p].ln," notes the archi=
tect, one made up of large, well-proportioned rooms, Raley
warned them that the renovation maght be long and expen-
sve, but that it would hkely result in a handsome house. And
indeed it has, The makeover was so successiul that “French
families have told me it leoks more like 3 Provencal home
than many |'u,=||'|=_'h dinme ]'-:.' the French” e repors,

After dining several times with the Greens at the house
they were renting nearby during the renovation, the archi-
tect decided to extend the dining room. “He novced thar
we never had fewer than seventeen or cighteen people ar
the table,” Mancy says, laughing. “In Provence, when you
invite semeone, you are invitng his whole house, guests
and all. The number is almose 2 moving arger” Raley also
designed the pool pavilion and redesigned a small outbaild-
ing into a Trianoncsque orangeric, with a classical fagade,
three skylights, a beamed ceiling and heared seone floors,

I'he Greens entertain up oo fifty guests there, i all weather,

Architect Rebert Raley transformed a farmer barn inte an imposing
orangerie (left] for entertaining, with heated stone floors, skylights,

& wine cellar and & full kKitchen and bath. The table, chairs and
chandelier are antiques from shops in the nearby town of L'lsle-sur-
la-Sorgue. Abave: The garden of alive trees was Holcombe's idea.



His

The ineerior décor was also subject 1o revision. Mancy be-
gan working with local decorators Marco Lillet and Bernard
Paul, who helped her find some oustanding antiques. The
huge 18th-cenry mahogany deesser in the hall, for instance,
was uncarthed i a Camargue house while stll built into the
floor, Bur once the Greens had moved in, they decided the
deécor mecded Bunny Williamas poweh, "We'd worked with
her on several Mew York :||'|.1r[||1|.'|||!'-\.." Mancy recalls, so
Williams was well aware of the couple’s prelerences.

"We did not try to make it a period Provengal house,” siys
Whilliams, *but vo make it look Lke the Greens, whio live with
great taste and stvle—with books, paintings, objeces and flow-
ers everywhere. Their home 13 beautifully run and elegantly
done, but very comfortable at e same time, with a warnith
thian i fantastic”” The Willzmes touch i demonstrated i che
|.|1|:ri|:||:: rocnnn, where 19%¢h cengury chinoneree '.'.'.||l|1:|;:4.':r pan
els are informally hung in bamboo frames, and in the beauri

r1||l-_.' coordinated French floral primits andd \.Ir||1|;.,| fabrics she

chose throughout the house. Much of the Provengal furni-
ture was tracked down in New York, Connecticut and Ag-
lanta, where, the decorator admis, many of the best pieces
are now to be found. Ekewhere, paintings and sculpoures by

Joan Mitchell, Larry Rivers, Esteban Vicente, Elisabeth Frink

and others light up the howse, giving it a sirikingly personal
dimension and affiniming the discerning tstes of it owiers,
There is art in the garden woo. Picces by William Turnbull
andd |_5|_--.-.-_-|:'|1..- E.L'I.'li'ﬂ.'l are iner :n‘]'ﬂl:nl.'-ﬁ with new work that re-
veals whar Mancy savs 58 our lanesy p.lui-::lll, buying contempo-
Fary *\.|.1z|]1l|.|1|.' inn England.” [The CGreens” major collections in

the Staves are of 1®Mth-century American neoclassical furniore

Many of the Provencal antigues in the master bedroom (abave)
were acquired in the U.5. and “repatriated.” Manuel Canovas's
Clarisse fabric is used on the walls and fumiture and for the cur-
taims; Rode Indienne from Clarente House it on the bed hangings
and headboard. Opposite: Mancy's study includes a quiel aloove.









and 19th= and eady-20th-century American Impresioniss,)

The lhinked garden rooms, a design collaboration between
Haolcambe and Tim Rees, are also characterized by artistry
There s 3 walk lined with pale green and pink hvdrangeas,
3 }:.u-.ir:l:. ol French roses, :::.-:']1'.-.5:::.; Maneys favarite, the
|'\-L'.||_'|1':.' Flllk Clawde ."-."|.-:'-:'.r|!.' aned a kitchen F.ln!rrl I:|1.|.|; 15
|'\-|.|.|1l;-q|_| with wnusual Gallie '-.'L'j;\:'!.ﬂ'-h' varteties. (The |.1!\l:'\l|,|'!L|_'q.'
makes its way into exquisite meals devised by the Greens'
chefl) Beyond the pool, four squares of ancient olive trees,
each specimen chosen for it sculptural qualities and under-
planted with silvery santolina and blue germander, owtrivals
many contemporary art stallations, And the topary garden
of geometric boxwood offers one of the landscape’s most be-
guiling perspectives—a Iyrical contrast between toplary, plane
trees, livender fields and the rugged Alpilles in the distance,

There were fatlures along the way in the gardens, but with
perseverance the Greens pressed on toward perfection—and
perhaps beyond. “ Perfectionism is not the word,” confirims
Roees. “They were the most amazing clients.”

His mieaning is underscored by the following anccdote:
The Greens' magnificent Alpilles vista—rthart is, the raison
d'eere behind their buy—turns out to have been not quite
teday'’s picturcsque panorama when they first saw in In the
distance were the same pilens, or rocky outcrops, that had
given the house its name (Mas des Pilons). Bur so was an all-
teo-contemparary pylon, a red-and-white electricity tower
despoiling the couple’s view of a wildflower meadow and
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lavender ficlds. And =0 2 Hq'!!tl:-' '\«.Il.:l|_11!l.|_|" forested foothill was
made-to-measure—=twice, "1t was a helluva adventure,” Rees
recounts. The mound was first buile ven feet sall and planted
with thirty-foot trees, but it wasn't high enough to hide the
arrocioy. “ Everything came off, and we rased the summit to
rwenty-three feet. I was on top of the hill with a walkie-
talkie, and Holcombe was in the house with another as
cighty-foor trees were ‘placed with the help of 3 whopping
big cranc. "Move it a lictde to the left, Holcombe would di-
rect.” Filty of the “thousands of trees” that Rees estimates
were planted on the property accomplished the sk,

Today all this aesthetcally positioned greenery is looked
after by a veam of five gardeners, headed by Didier Larnac.
The Greens agree the hard work has been worthwhile. “The
house and garden have given us a tremendous amount of
|:'||.'.|\.|.|r|.'.-' saws Holeoambe. " The |.:|.l.:-r 1044 '.|'|i|'|!.; is that the
conruction is finidhed” Maney adds with relief. "The bull-
I.I'i":-":':‘- II'H:'I.I. (18] I.I:'I'I'I.' il:l Al SEWCTE A H'.:l\'\' i!l"- I‘I\'.'u‘l'l-'l.'l:l. “'Il: A
just enjoy it And they do, planning this year to spend six

months i Provence. Mot such a second home afeer all, "

Garden designer Tim Rees laid out an immaculate lopiary land-
scape on one Side of Ehe houte, with mature boowosd, yew and hally
forms imparted from Belgium. Holcombe enjoys the contrast
between topiary, plane trees and the rocky Alpilles in the distance.
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