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Scents of Provence

This secluded garden is a magical distillation of many talents and themes.
By Louisa Jones

PHOTOGRAPHS BY VINCENT MOTTE

rovence has been attracting cosmopolitan scttlers Annc came o Frovenoe in 19840, intending only to rent.
ever since the Greeks first landed there in the  Then she fell in love with this forty-five-acre farm set in a fra-
sixth century BC, Today, many visitors come to grant, wooded valley on the northern slopes of the Alpilles
create o garden, drawn by landscapes which, as  hills. It had fine old trees, especially an imposing cypress
Lowrence Durrell remarked, unite austere  avenue and several good examples of that majestic Mediter-
Mediterranean beauty with French savoir vieee, One of the  ranean shade wree, the micoucoulfier. There was also a
most origingl recent ereations 15 without doubt Anne Cox neglected vineyard, descendant perhaps of the one plange:d
Chambers” domain at Le Petit Fontanille. on the site in 1350 by Doda Constanza of Tarascon. The
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& of the neightouring chatean refork
= ished 1w as an elegum and convenien
y :

retreal [or his mistress, Hie vold s wale
B Tundd lasse thee money gambiling,
. 57 i Since 1980, several designers have
1 J - wirrkasd at Le Petit Fontanille, always i
wlosse ol luboration with Anne wlhi
] the guwdmig sparit and, when
4 | Jid . i asked how many gandeners maintuin
,%v"f_ . 5 e, § 1 ] the ten peres of gardens, readily replics:
' - W L o e, imcluding mysell,” She s never
; . happier than on an inspection teur
wilh secavenrs i laod, pl-:.-l-.'l.'ll.'ll (roam
the sun |-:. il I'|.|||.p1' straw |,
She lirs ask e ol gl lage Peter
5wl Bpe Lnaed o the *bogees” of tee
dbi=ri, compeelrl TERE] LHes Daamad \.||||-
||.Ew.|r||-1 sogi bl of the house, e
wwernds bescgomee e _qr.-.l.-.'.-.".-'

o is dork fowers |I£:_|||_:'I|:'-Ii ||:.'

¥

alegmidlers, A second, lews [ormal praath

mpeclers |'.=:-I||I'I_ ' ol tleis snaing wxis,
Harri: Ca imeln his pussion for

g

vith “Ohieksilver'

¥

LEFT The prandealléc af cypresses is flanked by a parterre af olive trees
clipped fnto globes, making one of mrany beantifal places o colich to sit
_and enfov the garden, ABOVE RIGHT Pots grouped gracefully near the
dining-terrace are filled in spring wich tulips ‘Apricot Beawey " and blue
winter-flowering pansies and, in summer, RIGHT, with pelargoniums,
petunias and marguerite daisies, Chrysanthemom frutescens
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The large, formal rose

Qarden contains Italian,

French and English roses
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garden has pink and eI 3 Al L A, - e
ERfRF Feod Poses Jiiedi s ) b - ., 5 =i ".' i Wt e i :-!. -'.‘-En._'
‘Antico Amiore 3 I & S P '1"!:;&5;'" 3
‘Aweclrey Heplorn ', ' 2

and ‘Kirg Lem
Weomralcing®

oleasters, wineleafed berberis and underplantings of

.-'1.-'fn.l,'.-.'.-.-'.l'.'.u . Both rowtes meet on the

i ]
upper level at the long ||-H||. mmvisihle from the hiowse, In the

winl | |||'!||'I-|1|'| i 1:|||1||I| abelisk nowe riges, in honoor of

Perer CGomts, It |||1||||'|:'||||'-|1|-1 |'u-|;']':-|;'r,|'_|,' ane of Provienes's

ot cnsnal lH'|||1-1I|||I' e H 1 R |_-;h|_|-|-||||‘|-4'|-|| tury stome ﬁ:ll!,

maved here from the grounds of a nearby chiiteau,

tory Cameron, who cre-

ated a re |1-tl||.,||| ar kned garclen around a stone senlpiune of 8
a half-shaded arca above the parkin

el @ iodsd of ¢ cEant ||:-r|:-|_-|_|::|| for an |';|'.'i||1_-: El

Anoather o :||'I'c cosnirhator was

putie |||4'-'i alter her own ai Bar |1=|-"' I!-Illl &=, |'!||-'1;'-

e -||.,||- TNAT ||..-~ ton B bodh colouriul and lormal,
y Verey alse proposed clipping inte lollipop
s Lhe four olive trees ol the rectangular panterre west ol
tifer el '|'|Il'-1' wiere e underplanted with David
: : s and anthemis
w |1I| [rothiy .ﬂ- b |:||II,| ol | |||~: |h+-||__I|| heighit and hues to set
ofl the dark box ontlines around and the r ;_-_I:;-In_--. ahowe,
In recent years the garden has alm doubled i size,
il Triend of Anne, Berirand
a larpe, .

expanding eastward. Another
e la ||.|..l Jompsse
den with a s
a5 “Perle d’(

‘Antico Ammore”,

: {rmal r
[ old French, lalian and English roses such
and the deligheful
th two
aeis of box balls, setin the lawn ac both ends of the parterre,

. CCome de Chambaord®
Their Billowing beauty contrases v

on the o % iF they too ane strolling thr
At the

where every plant is either fragrant or edibile,

e s eastern limit 1% a broad aromatic l.-llnl-':
A T
Chambers claims this makes weeding a pleasure, Her
have been outlined 1n white ivender an

mmtials, a doulele *G°,

the entromee to this walk,

Wiost rﬂ":-||1|:,, the I':Ilr_'!:h]l |:||1:|-.|'.,J|r|'|"J'|.r|1 Rees, of Schoe
naich R
s, With sueh o rich divers

- 11 Lasndon, has b ted to take the i airclen in
T |||. estallished, s firsg
coneern was bo creaie a link |.|||_. Hnerry. Hi= Bl ilyi= Ly wrd ens
woere like elements of o beautilul nee
strong thread to hink them His solution takes full pdvant g
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chssowvers Lhae rose parterre [rovm |||:_{|'. ahowve, and the pastager
after winding downhill throngh the wildflower meadow,

One of the estate’s most challenging features has been this
slope, planted with local wild Nowers and garden perennials
from all over the world, Tim Bees particularly likes Aster x
._."i'n".q'.'r.rr." ‘Monch”, the :n'l'l.l.-:bl.'l. wrabious-like i'a'l.'.'.-'i:.'.".'.-.".".'.'
giganited wnal, ||'I:||||I baeloved of Groham Stoarct Thomas,
Seliren tenuifolinm, Serge Panleaw, the head gardener, has
wdcled groups of a silvery-white, wild, local aster,

Tum Risest hins plso ereated ome of Le Petit Fontanille®s maosr
sucoessiul features i the informal bank plantings which mow
eneirele and link the aromatie border and the rose pratriarre,
Ceanothus, lpvenders and FH'||:-1.'-.!'-;|._|w. FHrey T el | |-::-||g Movwer-
ing season in cool blues and silvers afier the roses have fin-
ishisd. Midsummer is always difficult in Provence, ones the
heat settles in, Itis then, voo, that visitors may best apprecs-
ate Hees” new “green room, designed (o make use of 158
spare yews. Anyone passing along 1is central path activates
sprinklers that provide a Gothic arch of spray overhead. Only
if the mistral is blowing, however, does the stroller get wet.

Le Petit Fontanille is a garden where humaur is very much
at home. Nowhere more perhaps, than in the names Anne
has given wo dilferent parts of the garden. Cne of Peter Coats”
plantings of perennials beside the lawn recalls Sissinghurst,
and has become memorable as the *Sizzles border’. This is a
'r::1|||-:':|| of sensual |'||j||:. e, ndl l||1|.:. i ils wealth of haes
and fragrances but also in s Davours: fruic and vegetables,
olive oil, honey and wine are all prodiced on the properoy.
Vineyards stretch almose the whole length of the drive Trom
thee main romd, on its enst side, To the west, notural, wild
serubdand has been only lightly tamed and guided, wo bring
out the garcgne's imherent benoty,

Le Petie Fontanille 15 thus a secluded, antonomons haven,
But, though it lacks the grand views which attract so many
neo-Provencal gardeners, its horeons are stll, in a sense,
worldwide. It draws its designers and its plants from Eng-
land, the Continent and the Us.

At the same time, however, ever :.I:|'|1:|I|.'. bears the |u-|;'~.u|'|;|;|
ewen the cherub's head fonntaim ||:..'
the EroU, which POFLEAYS @ recent !:,r:LrIIJL'!Ii.tLL Though

tonch of its owner

cosmopolitan, diverse and sophisticated, these gardens are
also l_'_l:l':lll'. 1'|1j|l:.l.'l| Iy [raends and I':||!|Ii|:|.'. who share Anne's

dlelighn i their ereation [
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