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TOP Bavond the harizontal j;ll-i.lﬂl,!!.- of ther Maversder Teld, llower mBadow = hem in seed = srnd altve rove, 8 line of matune pireas snd tha
jagged cutlines of the Alplles provide & breathlaking boundasy 1o the garden. BOTTOM & largo-scabs lopiary planting in tha French Garden
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ibd-aminmsered gaveden desigoer Tim Rees has

repched an exciting stage in his profesional
lile, withy & stream ol cliens as vared ax the
sites with which they presemt him, Tim
micchestly atirbartes his abiliy wo adapt to the challenges
of dilferent projects — recent work nchedes a martime
garden commission on Cape Codd, and an ard-zone
planting scheme in Umbmia - o his extensive traming in
horticuliure, i waorked m the Oksclord Botanic Garden
for five vears before undertaking the threesyear diploma
course at Bew; in both places e absorbed a knowledge
of plants that is the cornerstone of his versatlity as a
designer. He learmt how to lay paving and drainage at
Merrist Wood Caollege, was course director at the [nch-
bald School of Garden Design and has also done a sting
as a ‘homiculiural theragist
Tim B best known, and still lawded, lor his svork as
joint orchestrator (with business pariner Brita von
Schoenaich) of the 1995 *Perenmal Symposium” at Bew
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on naturaliste plaming. Inernational expens in the lield
gathered 1o inspire a mesmeriacd audicncs of lindscape
architects andd garden designers, many of whom have
never boked Dack, Ton's early experimental meacow
plantings, growing mdigenous amd non-native plants
togeiher, were already uncer way ol the tme of the
svrnposinm, “hlewdows have become my lirst love and
possilaly my Bvourite work, You are impelled wowalk

throwgh them and they subaly communecate a sense of

balamce, which is what good gardeninge is all abou,”

Tim's work is not, however, exclusively concermed with
natural planting, His structural design and formal plam-
ing are on a par with his meadows, legacy peraps of his
<"h.;|:-'|'i|'||| o working with & handhal of horgoaulieral -:|n:.'-
CHNeEs |||' 1= I‘I,l]'|||:|' Rik 0 .,|.|| I||'H. IMICTIRCETS, -.III\.'II ik ]':,n'\-\.l:'lll.ﬁ'..'
W ey ‘1 Spent so many [ormatree weekends 2 Baormsles
Howse and learnt iotally to trust Bosemary's opinions
WWhen she el 1 was ||._|.3:,_ sha Was 1M e:-riii:'ul:.' FETHTOS
abowi passing om work tome.” Aome Clox Chambers, wiho
lias bseen & clicot ol Dim’s for Hifteen years, '-'-.'-xllllﬁul:k'l i |
Lo bk ||:. Riosemary. 1'im x|n-~|1wr.".nn-- with acmiration
and londmess. His favourite clicns are those who are as
prasabonate about their gardens as he 15 " Uhe best clents
are Uhose who wish o make a practical contributson - they
vinderstane the hoa and why of garden development, and
el wp with the most ingeresting gardens.”

Than & certainly the case with Nancy and Holeombse
Crrewn, Tim bas been working with them for the past live
years oan Uheir garden owside St-Rémy-de-Provenee, s
||.\,|||_i, L [F] 'IH'"-:".'-l' I||..|| |.I||I:|| Ii'l.l' ':.I'.||'H. ATCh :".IZI'\- ||-:"\-| l'lll:lll"..

the garden on these pages, was a semi=derclict group of

farm buildings on clay -~ cracked and wnyielding when
the sun shone, like chewimg gum when i ramned. |he sie
was far but not leatureless, with its magnificenvies
tewvarels the jagged-teoth-topped range of the Alpilles, a
garnden boundary that dwarls any sther. A majestic e
of plane trees mitigates the sun's violence in sumamer and
seems o magnily cooling brecees - though pedging from
the bent trunks of old cypresses Belvind the house, there
1 more misteal than breese here, 'To ereate an istam
winkllreak, the entire contents ol a trce nursery wear
Mires were transplanted into paddocks bichind the gar-
e walls sl shelter this north side of the garden rom
e ystral,

Fam created aseries of linked gavdens, including the
stark, atmosphenc Santeling Garden, where ancicint
olve trees have been ploted i four identical sguiares,
wnedir |||.||'||| o with santodng and wall germander; thes
ki wiany undulas TR LR -|||i||3._' andd swmmer, when
they are prom d inter clense blls, Secl detailed ancd
intense planting on this the nosth side of the house & a
wonderful contrast to the expansiveness of the garden o
ihe south, The pancake-flan valley hias Been planted in
hormontal planes that direct the eye o the hills ke a

LEFT Iry 1Fei Franch Canden, Ten Fisis playsd games: with coreentonal

by, Mkt undulslng paltems of mlerkocong geosmetne shapes
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les=ni I TS RECIINE, ul'.l-:ll.l-l'-|'-. | i"\-ill'.: Liosimn Dt v Lnoeii-
it [ lil, thir |||-_;i'| oy 1o A clistani orone of olives, A

dlensely planted o

1 of mature pines and evpresses
disguises the only arming note an this lands apwr, i el
ancl white electricny pyvlon.

Thie garden exempdifics Tim’s mamy talenes, The des-
ign ks stmiple but spatially varsed and exciting, there ae
dramatic long vistas and the planting Befis his vears in
botanic gardens, His accenteon et is appavest i il
skillul way hae brvdges the gap from werrce tobosn by By
ing large, limestone paving stoawes i a regulir paticrn
with svidle margins ol grass between cach slaly, The
French Cearden turns eonnvention] tepiary on its lead,
with a wall of shapes that merge into or perch on top of
cach other in o horticulioral jugeling act. The garden
feels, looks and smelb good B it also produces abun-
et Trvian, Thee Beder is stescked with jars of Preserves;
prean, aprwcol and crange marmalade, quince cheese,

vannlale de _.":-_;u.-m. chervies m brasndy, The almond trees
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(ELLEL) iche alimoreds lod E:II'.||=I|I'-\. alives are trned it ol
anl s, andl trailer boadds ol lavender llovwers are taken
anmually 1o 51 Bémnyg whicre they are wsed to make laven-
der oil and water,

T s elaflTieleant alwoant his success Fle credins his cliems
ancl meemtors But most lavishiy his business paciner Brita.
The parmmerships portbolio is divided more or less
equially between projecis for businesses and Tim's
private commisions. “We bounce ideas ofl each other
ancl can bivimg a fresh perspective weach other’s work.”
Wk thin is imnevative, exhilasting and, aceording 1o
Tin's sulorang ehents, wonderful o live winly
Schacnaich Rees Loodscape Adrelitects ffel: 020-8984 T4 4)

OPPOSITE CLOGKWISE FROM TOP LEFT Cypress hedging. Olive
ned. underplanied with samicling and wall gemander, The Pool
Garcon, The Seaicling Garder, THIS PAGE CLOCENWASE FROM
TOP LEFT Liyproasod bond by the suepiral An gwgmie ol chpged
Chinreans e, Plissy troas koo 100 sarsvrsirhouss, Thio meeacho i s
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