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INTRODUCTION 
Chiswick House and Gardens is run by a public trust and registered charity 
called The Chiswick House and Gardens Trust. The Trust was established to 
integrate managerial responsibility for the running of the two principal assets 
the Palladian Villa and the Historic Garden.  
 
Both house and gardens are open to the public on a year round basis. It is 
situated in west London by the Thames in Chiswick in the London Borough of 
Hounslow. Both house and grounds are popular with the public. The Borough 
of Hounslow is one of the most socially and economic diverse Boroughs 
within Greater London with over 120 languages spoken and 35% of the 
population from minority ethnic groups (Census 2001). The Gardens have 
recently undergone an extensive restoration enabled by a substantial grant 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
	  
LOCATION 
Chiswick House and Gardens lie on the western edge of Greater London near 
the River Thames in Chiswick. It is located between two busy roads, the Great 
West Road and the A116, both of which develop into the M4 and M3 
motorways.  The House and Grounds are surrounded by social and private 
housing suburban development, a number of primary and community schools, 
university sport fields, allotments and cemeteries (Figure 1 Chiswick House 
and Grounds : Urban Setting). It is served by a number of transport routes and 
links (Figure 2 Chiswick House and Grounds : Transport Links) 
 
TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY 
Western London lies in the Thames Basin a topographically level area at or 
near sea level. The basin was formed some 70 million years ago as a part of 
a wider geological process that was produced the Alps in Western Europe. 
Sediment, deposited by a sea that lay over much of what was to become the 
British Isles, developed to become the chalk of the Chilterns to the north and 
the North Downs to the south of the Thames. With the chalk came various 
other sedimentary deposits included London Clay, ʻBrickearthʼ ( a type of wind 
borne deposit similar to continental Loess) and gravel.  
 
Over the past half million years the warming and cooling of the climate caused 
the River Thames to carve various routes through these sedimentary 
deposits. In the warmer periods the river flowed with greater vigour and in the 
colder periods with less. The present meandering path of the River Thames 
was established approximately 300,000 years ago. It was this fertile rivurine 
landscape that attracted the early agricultural settlers whether Celtic, Roman 
or Saxon. From the eighteenth century onwards it has inspired Architects, 
Landscape Designer and Painters.  
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HISTORY 
In the early eighteenth century the future Chiswick House was a small 
riverside village owned by Richard Boyle, the 3rd Earl of Burlington (1694 – 
1753). He inherited the property at the age of ten in 1704 along with vast 
estates in North Yorkshire and Ireland. His estate in Chiswick housed a 
Jacobean mansion built in 1620 surrounded by fields and housing. Over the 
years he built on his inheritance and gradually extended the Chiswick estate. 
 
Along the River a number of such Villas had been built for rich and influential 
families such as Horace Walpoleʼs Strawberry Hill and Henrietta Howard         
(George 11ndʼs Mistress) at Marble Hill. In conjunction with these houses a 
number of royal establishments including Kew and Hampton Court Palace 
were built further upstream.  
 
Burlington, an influential and prominent public person, was a leading 
connoisseur who had been on three grand tours to the Continent (1714 -1791)  
and had close friendships with many of the leading artists, writers and 
politicians of the day. He established a large collection of sculpture, paintings, 
books and drawings. Handel stayed at Chiswick House and dedicated two of 
his operas to Burlington (Teseo and Amadigi di Gaula). Alexander Pope, the 
poetical eminence grise of the period, lived there with his parents until he 
moved to his Villa further upstream in Twickenham. William Kent was a life 
long friend of Burlington and Pope.  

Burlington was deeply influenced by the works and writings of the Italian 
Architect Andrea Palladio (1508 – 1580) and Inigo Jones Court Architect to 
James the 1st .  

Burlington used his inheritance at Chiswick Park to express his political and 
artistic vision. Analysis of the iconography of the house and grounds has 
produced a number of theories. Notable amongst them is that Lord Burlington 
was a leading Jacobite and Freemason. In the book Lord Burlington : 
Architecture, Art and Life a number of contributors examine these aspects. In 
particular Richard Hewling in his essay Chiswick House and Grounds : 
Appearance and Meaning  1 provides a dense and detailed analysis of the 
various themes and decorative devices employed by Burlington at Chiswick. 
Jane Clark in her essay titled 2 Lord Burlington was Here ʻ examines the 
argument that Burlington was a leading Jacobite.  
 
The 1704 plan shows the original Jacobean mansion and grounds. Work 
started on the garden after 1715 and on the villa around 1726 to 1729. The 
1733 plan shows the position of the new villa to the old Jacobean mansion 
and extensive changes to the grounds. ( Fig 3 : Layout of Chiswick House and 
Grounds 1704 and 1733 ).  
 
The original plans for the garden were established by Burlington.  Features 
such as the patte dʼoie on axis with the house and the formal canal below the 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  Ref : Lord Burlington : Architecture, Art and Life : Hewlings. R :  Pge 1-151	  
2	  Ref : Lord Burlington : Architecture, Art and Life : Clark.J :  Pge 251-310	  
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house are examples of this early phase. As theories on garden design 
evolved in the early part of the eighteenth century the garden naturalised and 
formal lines were softened. William Kent was to play a leading role in this 
development.  The Canal changed from a long rectangular form to one with 
more serpentine lines as can be seen in the 1747 plan (Fig 4 : Layout of 
Chiswick House and Grounds 1747). The formal alleeʼs and it was not until 
later in the eighteenth century through to the early nineteenth century that 
these were modified. These transitions can be clearly seen in the changes 
between the 1747 Plan and the 1818 Plan (Figs 5 : Layout of Chiswick House 
and Grounds 1818)  
 
In the plan of 1747 the main character of the garden that the public now know 
can be determined. Many of the temples had been built, the classical bridge 
constructed and the Doric column erected. Between Burlingtonʼs formal allees 
and Kentʼs serpentine pathways ʻboscoʼ plantations of native and semi-native 
woodland trees such as oak, ash and sweet chestnut were planted. On the 
Southern side of the house on the main lawn non native landmark trees were 
used, redolent of the Mediterranean and the classical era, such as the cedar 
of Lebanon (Cedrus lebanii) and the Italian cypress (Cupressus 
sempervirens). Around the Ionic temple on the graded earth banks orange 
trees were placed in large caisse de versailes. The raised earth walk way by 
Burlington Lane was created when the canal was changed into a “ river “ in 
1737. The Inigo Jones gateway designed by Jones for Beaufort House near 
Chelsea in 1621 was acquired by Lord Burlington. 
 
By the 1740ʼs the private house and garden of Lord Burlington had became 
the iconic site now known, loved and used by the public of today.  
 
With the marriage of Lord Burlingtonʼs daughter, Lady Charlotte Boyle to the 
4th Duke of Devonshire the Estates passed into the control of the Cavendish 
family. They also inherited Bolton Abbey, Londesborough in Yorkshire and 
Lismore Castle in Ireland from Lord Burlington. In 1764 the 5th Duke and his 
celebrated wife, Georgina Duchess of Devonshire, inherited Chiswick. They 
demolished the Jacobean mansion and added two three story wings to the 
house. A number of the garden buildings were demolished and the garden 
was further naturalised with straight avenues being replaced by serpentine 
walks. 
 
In 1811 the 6th Duke inherited Chiswick House and the gardens expanded to 
the east with the purchase of land where the Italian gardens are now sited. 
The long, 300 foot conservatory, that overlooks the Italian Garden was 
constructed in the 6th Dukeʼs time. It houses some of the earliest and rarest 
examples of camellia cultivars introduced into the British Isles. This land was 
leased to the Horticultural Society ( later the Royal Horticultural Society) by 
the 6th Duke and it was here he met the young Joseph Paxton who went on to 
become the Head Gardener at Chatsworth House in Derbyshire.  
 
During the nineteenth century the Cavendish family links to Chiswick House 
diminished and the House was leased to a number of distinguished persons 
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including the Duchess of Sutherland in 1867 and the Prince of Wales ( later 
Edward VII) in the 1870ʼs. As the century drew to a close its demise began 
with a period as a lunatic asylum from 1892 - 1929. (Fig 6 : Layout of 
Chiswick House and Grounds 1895).  
 
The House was the sold by the 9th Duke in 1929 to Middlesex County Council 
and a new era began as a public park open to the local inhabitants of 
Chiswick and the Borough of Hounslow. From the outset Chiswick House, as 
a public park, was conceived either as a cultural centre or museum. During 
the 1930ʼs minor restoration works were undertaken with the repair of the 
Conservatory but little else was done prior to the second world war.  
 
Following the second world war there was a period of austerity and the 
Council struggled to find the funds to maintain the property. This resulted in 
the demolition of the stable block and outbuildings. The villa and grounds 
continued to deteriorate with the result that the villa was handed to the 
Ministry of Works with the Council retaining ownership and control of the 
grounds. In the early 1950ʼs additional demolition works were undertaken 
resulting in the decision to remove the two wings built by the 5th Duke in the 
late 1700ʼs. This restored the house to the original design of Lord Burlington. 
 
The park continued to function but the inherent contradictions in management 
and funding between two statuary bodies each responsible for either the 
house or the grounds began to manifest themselves. In respect of the 
grounds an equally important factor was the type of management as the staff 
had no background, experience or knowledge of historic gardens.  
 
Conservation and management skills through the 1960ʼs and 1970ʼs were 
evolving and in the case of Chiswick Park, which is a complex amalgam of 
private and public landscape design and usage, it is not surprising that these 
issues arose.  
 
The recession of the late 1970ʼs led to widespread privatization of local 
services. This compounded the issue of management and directly affected 
items such as the choice of litter bins, railings, signage, security, quality and 
standards of maintenance, research, repair and conservation of historic 
buildings and artifacts. Interaction with the local community declined with little 
or no outreach programs to attract new audiences.  
 
Additional funding issues in the 1990ʼs only increased the rate of decline and 
Chiswick Park began to look worn and poorly maintained. To the regular 
visitor in the early mid 1990ʼs this decline was apparent and distressing.  
 
With the advent of the Heritage Lottery Fund serious attempts were made to 
seek the funding required to restore the Landscape.  
 
This long process that culminated in the successful HLF application of 2005 
started in 1983 with a study completed by David Jacques and Peter 
Goodchild. It has resulted in the establishment of the Chiswick House and 
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Gardens Trust that now manages both the House and Gardens as one single 
entity. A successful restoration program has resulted in a reinvigorated Public 
Park. 
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MAINTENANCE 
The Gardens have one full time Head Gardener with two assistants ( under 
external contract ). The grounds are composed of large areas of well used 
lawn, woodland, pathways (mulched, hoggin and tarmac), lake, lake margins, 
borders and bedding areas. Due to the current restoration program not all 
areas are functional e.g the border bedding in the Victorian Garden to the 
front of the Conservatory. Lawn, Woodland and Lake occupy the greatest 
areas in respect of m2 as well as hourly labour input. 
 
The lawn areas are regularly mowed with a high maintenance and labour 
input, woodland areas are less labour intensive requiring only occasional 
maintenance in the form of routine arboricultural ( summer dead wooding, 
winter clearance and felling as required). Within the grounds there have been 
significant use of wood and branch stacks to encourage the flora and fauna 
(Figure 7: Wood & branch stacks with new tree planting). New woodland whip 
plantings have to be checked (tree guards and ties etc), pathways require 
clearance but little regular maintenance.  
 

 
 

Figure 7: Wood & branch stacks with new tree planting 
 

Water quality in the lake has long been an issue, the use of the cascade to 
circulate the water is intended to aerate and raise oxygen levels in the Lake. 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	   10	  

MANAGEMENT  
At this stage of the project the number of key staff is limited. There is a full 
time Director, Administrator and PA to the Director, Head Gardener and 
Education and Outreach Officer (part time). The Gardens are managed as 
public spaces open for most of the year. Garden maintenance work is still on 
an external contractor basis. A recent contract has been awarded to a 
Security Company to “manage “ the whole of the grounds. The remit is wide 
and not exclusively that of security. The personal will be information & 
guidance officers as much as security officers. 
 
Due to the restoration program currently underway areas of the gardens have   
been closed while restoration work has proceeded. This has been managed in 
part with signage informing the public of the works and the program for 
reopening (Figure 8: Public information on restoration works and program) 
 

 
 

Figure 8: Public information on restoration works and program 
 
The restoration work in certain areas of the gardens and outbuildings are 
being phased to provide future projects for publicity. The old Bothy Buildings 
are one example of this (Figure 8: The Old Bothy Buildings) 
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Figure 9: The Old Bothy Buildings 

 
One of the most labour intensive areas is the Walled Garden with the 
vegetable and Flower Garden. It is used for local schools as part of the  
outreach and education programs (Figure 10: Kitchen Garden in the Walled 
Garden) . Management has recently been taken back by the CH&GT from 
Chiswick House Kitchen Garden.  
 

 
Figure 10: Kitchen Garden in the Walled Garden 
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CONCLUSION 
Chiswick House is a unique public park. It started life as the private idyll of a 
eighteenth century Grandee financed by estates in Ireland, Yorkshire and 
commercial interests in the West Indies 3. In its current incarnation it is a 
public park firmly embedded in the local community with support from the 
public purse both at national and a local level. Despite the support from public 
finances CHGT is required to generate substantial income in its own right. 
This will come from a number of ventures ranging from operatic evenings, 
weddings, business receptions and a number of other events. 
 
This is a park with rich cultural links between the eighteenth century and 
potentially the twenty first century. What will make the twenty first century 
chapter as interesting as the eighteenth century will be the degree to which 
Chiswick Park embeds itself in the local community and ceases to become 
solely an architectural and artistic icon. 
 
Part of the challenge of this must lie in being able to establish a link between 
its historical roots and its current identity. To achieve this the social and 
economic narrative of the eighteenth century needs to be explained and 
woven into the parks stakeholderʼs own lives. There may be surprising links 
between the workers in the Irish and Yorkshire Estates and West Indian 
commercial interests of the 3rd Earl of Burlington and the people who bought 
the lottery tickets that financed the restoration of Chiswick Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
3 Rodgers.N.Ireland,Slavery and Anti-Slavery 1612-1865	  
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